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Siskiyou County Grond Jury
Lorry Friedmon, Foremon
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Yreko. CA 96097

RE: J.H. Ronch Invest ioot ion

Mr. Foremon ond Members of the Grond Jury,

Thonk you for your i ime spent invest igot ing ci t izen comploints relot ive to the JH
Ronch ond the oct ions token by the Siskiyou County Plonning Deporiment. As
required, the Publ ic Heolth ond Community Development - Plonning Division
offers the following response.

I offer the fol lowing response in occordonce with Penol Code Seci ion 933.05.

Finding

The JH Ronch is o 79-qcre property used os o guesl rqnch, with sleeping
occommodqlions, recreotionol focilities. qnd open spoce. lf is privotely owned
by fhe Johnslon Fomily Porlnership, ond includes o 6.5 ocre oreo thot is zoned C-
R rurol (neighborhood commerciol). The C-R portion is currently developed, wifh
o lodge, chopel, guest.housing, stoff lounge, ond some recreqfionol focilit ies

I ogree with the finding

Finding 2

Afler reseorching counly files, members of the grond jury found only one permit
lhst refers fo qn occupqncy level, qnd thot is for q mqximum of 136 people. JH
Ronch personnel conlend there is no limif to occuponcy levels, ond odmils lo
over 400 guesls. JH Ronch stoff believe they hove opprovol lo increose
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occuponcy levels becquse of counfy opprovol of improvemenis. However,
documents oulhorizing improvemenls ond correspondence from the Counly
Plonning Direclor to the JH Ronch contqin stqtemenls such os "does not include
qny exponsion of focililies resulling in ony increose in guest ronch occuponcy"
qnd "l would toke this time fo remind you lhot you hove no outhorizotion to
exceed the previously permilfed occuponcy level."

I portiolly ogree wiih the finding.

The J.D. Proctor secured o use permit in 1973 to operote o compground. The
condiiionol permit stotes thot the properiy sholl not be occupied by more thon
136 people of ony one t ime. There is no record thot this permit wos ever
revoked.
Since 1973, the lond owners hove secured o use permii to construct five duplex
cobins in 1982. From opproximotely 1988 to 

, l993 
the f i les conioin numerous

documents from County stoff  informing the JH Ronch thot they hove exponded
beyond the 136 person l imit .  In 1993, the County opproved o Plonned Unit
Development zone chonge for the 79 ocre development. The County f i les
contoin numerous documents including publ ic heoring notices which ref lect o
250 person occuponcy limitotion. The County coniinues io ossert thot the
Plonned Unit  Development restr icts the occuponcy io 250 guests ond stoff  on-
site ond 230 guests ond stoff off-site on wilderness odventures ollowing o one-
night overlop in which oll guests ond stoff would be on-site. lt is uncleor if the
permit is volid ond therefore enforceoble.

I  ogree thot the JH Ronch hos osserted thot there ore no occuponcy l imits,
however ihey hove ocknowledged in excess of 600 guests/sioff using the focili iy
eoch week.

Finding 3

Documenlotion from o reol eslofe opproiser conlends lhof on odjocent property
volue wos offecfed by the noise from lhe JH Ronch. County code requires thot
noise levels sholl noi exceed 65 decibels of the property line. No testing hos been
done by the County to insure the 65 decibel limit hos not been exceeded.

I portiolly ogree with this finding

The file does contqin o letter from o reql estqte opproiser relotive to the effect on
odjocent property owners.
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As noted in the Grond Jury Report, on investigotion wos conducted to determine
the lond use violotions. The County is currently gothering odditionol informotion
reloted to the impocis the exponsion is hoving on the community. The process

involves interviewing neighbors ond other relevont port ies to determine the

specif ic impocts ond issues. Upon conclusion of the foci gothering process, o

decision will be mode by County Plonning regording the oppropriote course of
oction. The County is exploring oll of its enforcement options, including but not
l imited to, f i l ing o publ ic nuisonce enforcement cose ond issuing o ceose ond
desist.

The Deportment fully expects to commence formol enforcement octions within
three months but in no cose loter thon six months

Thonk you ogoin for your considerot ion.

Sincerely,

Terry B
Publ ic

TB:nle

& Community Developmenl
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